
Hope Academy GSO Annual Report 2022 - 2023

Hope Academy GSO is a private, community-funded, non-profit school 
serving the community in Greensboro, NC. Through the hope and power 

of Christ, we partner with families and the community to educate, en-
courage and equip our students to transform their futures.
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MESSAGE FROM JOSH
HEAD OF SCHOOL
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The first days at Hope, in my memory, are filled with the excitement and challenges of starting something new 
and, frankly, a bit crazy. A school like Hope Academy had never existed in Greensboro. Our faith was stretched 
as we walked into new and unknown territory offering the Lord our hearts, souls, minds, and strength, praying 
he would use it to his glory. As Ed Zimmerman, Hope’s founding Head of School, used to say, “If God doesn’t 
show up for us today, we’re done for!” But, of course, God did show up, as he always does and continues to do. 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

So, it is with the peace that passes understanding that I will continue to point to the truth that the same God 
who started Hope Academy will continue to faithfully guide it into the future. As we pray and plan, we have 
three major strategies as we move forward: 
•	 Provide a rich, transformative educational experience for all our students. 
•	 Create a community that fosters deep spiritual growth in students and families.  
•	 Open doors for students to deeply explore life pathways. 

We look forward to serving more children and serving our children more. We are hopeful to do so in beautiful, 
creative learning spaces filled with deepening relationships with God and each other. As a part of our HOPE 
family, you are vital to our growth and we are excited for continued opportunities to bless you with the news 
of how the Lord continues to give growth to the seeds we are planting together. Thank you for making Hope 
Academy a safe and vibrant place for children to become who God created them to be. We cannot do this 
without you and we look forward to working with you in the months and years ahead.

Warmest Regards, 
Joshua P. Mullins
Head of School, Hope Academy GSO
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As the new Board Chair, I wanted to share a quick story about 
myself and my connection with Hope Academy. More than ten 
years ago, Marshall Benbow came and spoke to my Rotary club 
about the need for a private Christian school in the Glenwood 
neighborhood and the annual $400K that he was trying to raise 
so that the Glenwood afterschool tutoring could become a 
school. At that time, I thought, “That is not possible.” Yet here we 
are with a thriving school with more than one hundred students, 
and now I say, “Yea God, please forgive my unbelief.”

MESSAGE FROM BARRY
LOOKING FORWARD

As the Board looks toward the horizon and what God has in store for Hope Academy, it is appropriate to 
pause and reflect. Galatians 6:9 “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap 
a harvest if we do not give up.” This past year we have expanded to be a K-8 school and we are asking God 
to lead us on as we expand our tent stakes once again. Not because we choose to, but because we sense 
His calling to help our students to navigate the High School grades with the same success that we have 
seen from our students in middle school and elementary school. We believe that expanding to include 
High School will help our students to continue to grow spiritually and academically in an environment that 
emphasizes both qualities. 

We have created a three-phase plan to guide us through the next 3-5 years. We believe that our plan hon-
ors what God would have us do with this property and the students entrusted to us and fulfill the mission 
that Hope would be an even brighter light in the Glenwood neighborhood and Greensboro at large.  You 
will be hearing more about this in the coming months, and I want to assure you that we, as the Board of 
Hope, will continue to be prayerfully dependent on God and the stewardship of His amazing work called 
Hope Academy. I pray that God will
richly bless you for all that you have done and will do for Hope Academy.

Cheering for you,
Barry Utesch, on behalf of the Hope Board
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As I step into my new role as Principal, I am in awe of the way 
God has grown Hope Academy GSO.  I am thankful to have had 
the opportunity to work alongside Mr. Mullins the past 11 years. I 
have grown and learned so much under his leadership and guid-
ance. It is a privilege to share our school’s leadership with him.

I am looking forward to supporting our teachers in their callings to educate, encourage and equip our stu-
dents. I believe that God has brought his best people to teach and love our students. Hope Academy is a 
unique place to be a teacher. A number of things that make our school so wonderful for our students, often 
time requires our teaching staff to think outside of the box to ensure learning is happening. Next year, our 
teaching staff will have a number of classroom supports such as; a first and second grade assistant teacher, 
two on-staff tutors, and an up and running Special Education Department. We will  be able to serve our stu-
dents with even more personalized interventions and support than we ever have before. 

We began a partnership with Family Solutions Counseling last year. We were able to provide on-site counsel-
ing services for students two days a week. Next year, we will have our counselor on-site four days a week. 
God has been faithful to provide some counseling services for students over the past 11 years, but we have 
never had this degree of support on site for students. Our partnership with Family Solutions Counseling 
helps to ensure we are caring for the whole student. 

I am waiting with anticipation to see what God has in store for our school community. He has always given us 
His very best, just when we need it.

MESSAGE FROM MATTIE NEESE  
WITH A GRATEFUL HEART

As I step into my new role as Director of Learning, I am most excit-
ed about two things for next year: Hope Academy will enter into 
“year one” of our affiliation with Teaching for Transformation. TfT 
(from the Center for the Advancement of Christian Education) is a 
series of professional development to lead our teachers and staff 
in the creation of a schoolwide biblical framework. 

Through the TfT framework, Hope students’ everyday experiences will help them learn and grow in a way 
that teaches facts and transforms their hearts and minds to see God's story in everything and everyone 
around them. Example: In the TfT framework, students are taught that they are not just artists - but they are 
“Beauty Makers.” As “Beauty Makers,” students are called to glorify God by creating that which is beautiful 
and pleasing to Him. Creating art is a joyful duty because, through Creation, we see that God loves diversity, 
complexity, and creativity.

Alongside TfT, we are adopting a new project-based language arts curriculum, EL Education (from Harvard 
School of Ed and Outward Bound), focusing on “real work, real problems, real people.” This type of mean-
ingful work aligns with TfT as it creates purpose and draws students more intimately to God’s story.  The 
project-based format offers a gateway for students to serve and explore their communities while providing a 
high academic rigor standard in the classroom.

God gave our students hearts to love, minds to wonder, hands to serve, and feet to explore. Hope Academy’s 
educational pursuits beautifully align with God’s design for learning: to honor all these parts of children as 
image-bearers and Kingdom builders. I am so honored to continue serving Hope Academy’s students and 
families in ways both old and new!

MESSAGE FROM KRISTINE HAMMER
WITH A CURIOUS MIND
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MESSAGE FROM REGINA 
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Returning to a full-time position in development at Hope Academy after a “3-year retirement” during Covid 
has been a humbling and encouraging experience. I am humbled to see God still providing more than we 
can ask or imagine in sustaining and growing His vision for the school. On the first day of school last August, 
I cried as I watched our 10-year goal of being a K-8th grade school realized with 125 eager students on the 
playground anxiously waiting to enter the building and start their school year. Then as the year progressed, 
I watched a lovely sense of comradery and cooperation among all the students and staff, providing a solid 
foundation for learning because Hope Academy is where students feel safe and loved.   
  
When I began to review all the donor information, my heart swelled with encouragement at the amazing 
faithfulness and generosity of all of you who make Hope Academy happen. So many of you giving faithfully 
over many years, joined by newer donors, allowing us to grow and thrive during the Covid years and in the 
years to come. You are a shining example of God’s love and support to us, and we give thanks for you every 
day.  

For all of you who give, pray, volunteer, and share the story of Hope Academy with your friends, thank you 
for answering God’s call and partnering with Him and us in making His dream a reality now and in the days 
ahead.

Eternally grateful,
Regina Clark
Director of Development, Hope Academy GSO 
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In His Service, 
Josh Mullins, Head of School
Regina Clark, Director of Development
Bre Johnson, Marketing & Donor Care Coordinator



HOPE
BY THE NUMBERS

FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN

DONATIONS
 Opportunity Scholarships $536,184    

 Donations $1,413,131

 Tuition $15,403

 Rental Income $9,090

 Interest/Misc $19,312

 Total Income $1,993,120
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Students Enrolled
125

of 8th-grade students 
accepted into choice / 
magnet high schools

92%

Hot meals and week-
end meal bags served 

to students and 
families

22,196

Staff Members

29

Full-time Teachers
50% Male

50% Female

12

Full-time teachers and 
staff living in the 

Glenwood neighborhood

5

Student clubs
[Soccer, Step, Swimming, Greensboro 

ballet, Art, ASL-sign language, 
Pickleball, Rowing, Cooking, Outdoor 

Adventure, Photography, 
Board games, Drama, 

Student Council]
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200+
Volunteers on Campus

Supporting Financial 
Donors

430+



Financially support the 
mission here at Hope 

Academy GSO

DONATIONS
 Opportunity Scholarships $536,184    

 Donations $1,413,131

 Tuition $15,403

 Rental Income $9,090

 Interest/Misc $19,312

 Total Income $1,993,120
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FUTURE PLANS

Our three growth strategies:
•	 We pray and long for creative ways to provide a rich, transformative educational experience for all our 

students.
•	 Create a community that fosters deeper spiritual growth in students and families.
•	 Open doors for students to deeply explore life pathways.  

As Hope Academy moves forward with our three growth strategies, facilities and staffing will be expanded 
to provide students with a more robust academic, social and spiritual experience. 
 
We are excited to share more detailed plans with you shortly as we seek your input and involvement in 
educating, encouraging and equipping our students into the future.



Josh Mullins, Head of School
Mattie Neese, Principal
Shawntina Dennis, Front Office 
Administrator
Regina Clark, Director of 
Development
Bre Johnson, Marketing and 
Donor Care Coordinator
Brigitte Campbell, Food Service 
Director
Maude George, Food Service 
Assistant
Joao Goans, Custodial 
Abeba Merga, Kindergarten Teacher
Gabrielle Warren, Kindergarten 
Assistant
Berkeley Bradsher, 1st Grade 
Teacher
Kindra Chambers, 3rd Grade 
Teacher
Mana Arias, 2nd Grade Teacher
Sarah Cobb, 4th Grade Teacher
Brandon Giles, 5th-6th Grade 
Math/Science Teacher
Dominick Pittman, 5th-6th Grade 
Humanities Teacher
Adam Hubert, 7th-8th Grade 
Science and Athletics Director
Mary Elizabeth Caldwell, 7th-8th 
Grade Math Teacher
Ansel Talbert, 7th-8th Grade 
Humanities Teacher
Kristine Hammer, Director of 
Learning
Jacki Saslow, K - 5th Academic 
Coach
Ailynn Pitt, K-2 Art Teacher
Lisa Upper, Theater Teacher
Jeremy Kolb, CrossFit Teacher
Stephanie Weaver, Special 
Education

Churches

Elevation Church	
Emmaus Church	
First Baptist Church	
First Presbyterian Church	
First Presbyterian Church Young 
Men's Bible Study	
Grace Community Church	
Hungry Church	
Jamestown United Methodist Thrift 
Center	
Mercy Hill Church	
NC Baptist Church Foundation	
Poor Servants of the Mother of God, 
Inc.	
Trinity AME Zion Church	
United City Church	
Westover Church, Inc.

Companies

Amazon Smile
Biltsmart, Inc.
Columbia Forest Products
Davenport Engineering
Facebook
General Dynamics Mission Systems
Granville Capital, Inc.
John Davenport Engineering, Inc.
KBH Property Group
Keller Williams One
Kimrey Real Estate, LLC
Frontier Consulting
Laurie Sells Real Estate
National Financial Services LLC
Pay Tel Communications, Inc
Piedmont Timber, Inc.
Rent A Home of the Triad
Spartan Planning & Wealth 
Management

Sweet Carolina Sells LLC
The Computer Store DBA TCS
The Curtain Corner
The Weakly Reader Book Club
Trent Capital Management
Triad Holding Company
Ward Black Law, P.A.
Wilburn Medical USA
William E. Mitchell Associates
Wolfe Homes

Foundations

Annonymous
Annonymous
Acts 20:35
Community Foundation of 
Greensboro
Community Foundation of High 
Point
Edward R. Murrow Golden K. Kiwanis 
Club Foundation
Gate City Kiwanis Foundation
George and Sarah Buchanan Foun-
dation
Luke 1034 Foundation
National Baptist Church Foundation
NC Baptist Church Foundation, Inc.
Robert B. Taylor III Foundation
Selby B Jones Foundation
Sol Foundation
The Benevity Community
The Michael W. Haley Foundation
The Robert Taylor III Foundation
The Stout Family Foundation
Triplecord Family Foundation
World Giving Foundation 
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Thank you, it seems so inadequate for how 
we feel about the hundreds of people and 
organizations that make Hope Academy GSO 
possible. Our school would not exist without 
you and your limitless generosity. We thank 
God for you every day.

THE COMMUNITY OF HOPE

THANK YOU

STAFF SUPPORTERS OF HOPE



Organizations

Annointed Hands Ministries
A.S.C.E.N.D.	
Backpack Beginnings	
Black Child Development 
Institute	
C12	
Catholic Heart Work Camp	
Gate City Civitan Club	
Glenwood Together	
Greater Greensboro Republican 
Women's Club	
Have Their Hands, INC	
Jamestown United Methodist Church 
Outreach Thrift Center
Jet Black	
Journeys Counseling
Keller Williams One
Kimrey Real Estate, LLC
Network for Good		
OECHSLI	
Raven's Pursuit	
Reading Connections	
Sedgefield Women's Club	
The Benevity Community	
Triad Bounce-Central NC Bounce 
House Rentals	
United Way of Greater High Point
Yellow Door House	
Youth for Christ
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc. The 
Omega Nu Chapter 

Individuals
	
M.K. Abernathy
Ethan and Ashleigh Absher
Lisa Adornetto
Sally and Ray Alexander
Carol Allen
Tommy and Lorrie Allen
Scott Allred
Ken and Caroline Anderson
Lucie and Fil Anderson
Steve and Kim Andrews
Thomas Andrews
Anonymous
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Emanuel Aquino

Collin and Mikaela Argo
Maria Elena Arias
Bob and Betty Arms
Doug Arms
Heather and James Atkins
LuAnne Barker
Philip and Dawn Barry
Nancy and Tom Beard
Richard and Sherri Beavers
Mark and Suzanne Bell
Mary Katherine and Durant Bell
Marshall and Diane Benbow
Kristen and Robert Bennett
Chris and Dana Bentson
Paul Billingsley
Fred and Marie Binder
Bill and Elisabeth Bishop
Kate Black
Lonnie Blumenthal
Michael Bone
Monique Boucher
Ken and Sarah Bowden
Susan Bowden
Tom and Ruth Brackbill
Michael and Lora Bradsher
Gary and Agnes Brame
Betty Brannon
Whitney Brantley
Steve and Joanna Bright
Michelle and Dahari Brooks
Barry and Beverly Brown
Gene and Lisa Brown
Gregory and Peggy Brown
Trip Brown
Sandy and Julie Buchanan
Dave and Annette Buckler
Bruce and Kim Bunce
Jeff and Glenda Burkett
Janice Burns
Jeb and Molly Burns
Laura Burton
Susan Caldwell
Rob Campbell
Dayna Carr
Demetria Carter
Philips and Patricia Carter
Melissa Cato
Milton and Luan Chan
David Childs
Bill and Terry Christiansen
Emmaus Church
Amanda Clarida
Macy Clarida
Betsy Clark

Crystal Clark
Jerry and Regina Clark
Bill and Marge Clingenpeel
Sandy and Nathan Cobb
Joe and Meredith Coladonato
Sarah Colonna
Tracy Cooke
Lauren Cooklin
Denise Cooley
Mike and Donna Copeland
Doug Copple
Robert Core
Virginia Cornell
Ross and Leslie Cox
Michael and Sarah Crawford
Kibibi Cunningham
Ruth Dahlinghaus
Madeleine and Duane Dassow
Mary Dator
John and Nia Davenport
Gerard Davidson
Chad and Elizabeth Davis
Kearns and Ashley Davis
Tyrena Davis
Laura Dean
Jacqueline DeBrew
Rene and Rebecca DeLaricheliere
Larry and Janice Diana
David Diku
Mary Dimmick
Elizabeth Dunbar
Carolyn and Thomas Duncan
Nathan and Jennifer Edmondson
Janie Einwaechter
Paul and Susan Elliot
Carolyn Ellis
Pete and Sandra Ennever
James Eskridge
Katherine and Graham Farless
J. Alan Ferguson
Robert and Margaret Ferguson
Kathryn Ferrante
Joan and Frank Ficca
Pam and Dale Finn
Evelyn and Jim Fisher
Gary and Crystal Flynn
Mike and Susie Fowler
Virginia Fox
Barbara Franklin
John and Emily Freeman
John and Ellen Freeze
Sandra Fuller
Mr. and Mrs. W. Erwin Fuller Jr.
Brenda Funderburk

THE COMMUNITY OF HOPE
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George Gatling
Ms. Wendi Gedzun
Bill and Joann Goans
Heather Goff
Coker and Sarah Golden
John and Shirley Gough
Kathy and Christian Green
Bret and Laurie Grieves
William Griffin
Gene Grubb
Susie and Gene Guhne
Mary Gutierrez
Don Gwynn
David and Lauri Hadobas
Cam and Margaret Ann Hall
Frank and Phyllis Hall
James Halsch
Shirley Hamilton
John and Elaine Hammer
Barry Hardeman
Mike and Jynne Harris
Steve and Ashley Hase
Bob and Terri Hawkins
Ann Hazelton
Nathan Heidger
Drew Hill
Michael Holt
Cindy and Fred Holt Gehrke
Carlyne Hovis
Paul Howington
Dan and Carol Huckabee
Joe and Liz Huscroft
Russ and Pat Ingersoll
Bob and Carolyn Jacobsen
Amanda and Joseph Jarrell
Kristin Jarrett
Zelle Jester
Bre Johnson
Lauren Johnson
Ashley Jones
David and Holly Jones
Larry and Anetra Jones
Lynette Jones
Sam and Babs Jones
Steve Joyce
Lauren Jugovic
Jerrie Kasik
Trish and Richard Keegan
Stefanie Kellum
John and Kimberly Kennett
Charlotte Kenny
Douglas and Eve Key
Houston and Von Kimbrough

Steve and Robin Kimmel
Julie and Joseph Lee King
John and Lea Kirkman
Jane and Jim Kirkpatrick
Brian and Ashley Kiser
Charlotte Klappert
Steve and Marie Klein
Jeremy and Joy Kolb
Dan and Ruth Kovarik
Michael and Mary Krick
Rodrigo Lalli
Pearce and Anne Landry
Rob Landry
 Laurie Sells Real Estate
Joan Legette
RW Lewis
Amy Liebman
Ashley Limbers
Patrick Lineberry
Scott and Susan Lineberry
Cecil and Pat Little
Lynda and Edgar Little
Byron and Anne Loflin
Kristen and Nick Loflin
Judy Lomax
Laura Lomax
Ethan Lora
Bob Lovejoy
Jeremy Lovell
Charles and Sarah Lovett
Ellen and J Bruce Lyon
Cara Madoni
William Mangum
Gary and Beth Marschall
Joe and Lisa Mathews
Kendrick Mayes
Keith Mcclure
John and Geri McCombs
Brett McCraw
Robin McPherson
Paul and Madge Megliola
Debra Meurs
Hannah and Jordan Miller
Jane Miller
Ken Miller
Martha Miller
Sue Miller
Tom Mincher
Heather Mintz
Jennifer Mitchell
Nour Mohamed
Christina Mohorn
Sydney Montgomery

Judith Moore
Mark and Kathryn Moore
McGregor Morris
Susan Morris
Bill and Allison Morrisette
Rod and Linda Mortenson
Carol Moses
Cynthia Mott
Melinda Mullins
JamieBrie and Chris Murray
Harold and Meredith Muse
Ja La Ndawng
Thomas and Julie Nelson
Virginia Nelson
Virginia Nesmith Walton
Jenni and Ryan Newkirk
Rich and Lisa Newman
Dell Nichols
Linda Null
James and Sharon Nussbaum
Teresa Oakley
Mike and Tina Obrien
John and Frankie Olmsted
Darrell and Susan Pardue
Davy and Melanie Parsons
Mary Patty
Seldon and Dee Patty
Tom Paulsen
Ramona Payne
Phill and Elizabeth Payonk
Tom and Margaret Petty
Valerie Phillips
Elizabeth Phipps
David and Kay Picha
Lou and Marion Pierce
Ailyn and Remalia Pitt
Rebecca Pittard
Dominic Pittman
Karen Pollard
Alvin and Tracey Powell
Larry and Carol Putnam
Kathryn Ramsay
Abby and Jason Reece
Tara and Lee Reeves
Ellie Revels
Jane Reynolds
Susannah Rice
Dee and Biff Rich
Lewis and Peggy Ritchie
Gary and Joy Rivers
David and Ellen Robinson
Mark and Julie Robinson
Anne and Bob Rodman

THE COMMUNITY OF HOPE
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Brad and Pauletta Root
Ira Ross
Betty Rowe
Susan Rowe
Jarrod Rudd
Jason Ruderman
Charles and Kathy Sample
Roy Sather
Darlene Schadt
James and Sharon Schlosser
Clifford and Theresa Schneider
Melanie Schultz
Tom and Lori Schultz
Reid Settle
Chris Shah
Mark and Gail Sheffield
Eliza Sheffield McAllister
Tamra Sheller
Brad Shropshire
David and Mondie Sipe
Trip and Laurie Sizemore
Bill Slawter
Emanuel Smith
Pamela and Jeff Snyder
Mohsen and Bea Soltani
Chelsea Spohn
Judith Stange
Joyce and Jerry Stanley
Sherricka Stanley
Sylvia Stewart
Elizabeth Still
Kevin Stricklin
Lauri Susi
Englund Talbert
Jennifer Tatum
Bershuan Thompson
Madison Thompson
Adam and Lauren Tilley
Paul and Robin Timmins
Meredith and Mickey Tingen
Katy Torney
Vincent Townsend
Jane Trevey
Mike and Jeanne Twilley
Peter and Meredith Uber
Robert and Jeanne Uhorchak
Victoria and Barry Utesch
Steven and Alex Valencsin
Julene and Richard Valitutto
Chris and Molly Van Winkle
Ned and Maureen Voorhees
Ralph and Charlotte Walker

THE COMMUNITY OF HOPE

Paul and Judy Walmsley
Wes Ward
James and Diane Watkins
Mike Weaver
Stephanie and Eric Weaver
Jane Weinstein
Annabel Weyand
Don and Margaret White
Lindsey Whitlatch
Emily Wilburn
Scott and Gretchen Wilkins
Dominique Williams
Ellen Williams
Jared and Carolyn Williams
Marie Williams
Tracy Williams
John and Andrea Wimmer, Jr.
Diane Wise
Alexander Wolfe
Jim and Alice Wolfe
Danny and Mary Worm
John and Kate Worm
Leon and Dorothy Worsham
Bill Yearns
Wayne Young
Steve and Katia Yurko
Ryan and Kaki Zell
Kay and Charlie Zimmerman



Scan the QR code to watch a 90-second 
video to hear about the production from 
a student’s perspective.

The skills learned in theater class 
improve students' presentation skills, 
public speaking abilities, emotional 
intelligence and social confidence.      

Theater helps our 
students find and 
use their own 
voice. 

Scan the QR code to hear how sports 
impacts the lives of our students

The skills learned in from playing on a 
team sport improves students' critical 
thinking, emotional composure, and 
socil confidence.

Sports helps our 
students learn to 
be a team player

HOPE HIGHLIGHTS

The Athletics program at Hope Academy has been a blessing to this 
community since its inception in 2018. What a joy it is to watch our 
students compete, set goals, learn to fight through adversity, and 
display the many gifts God has given them. While we did not repeat 
as Commissioner Cup champions this year, this season was not short 
of success and a true display of the kingdom of God. 

To end the sports season we had a second 
and first place finish with our 5/6th and 7/8th 
basketball teams! Jaden was named the 
Independent School League athlete of the year! 
This was the first time a Hope Academy student 
has received this award. 

Adam Hubert
Athletics Director

We had three medal winners in cross country: Valeria, Jaden, and 
Aruna. We finished second in soccer and football. The volleyball team 
learned to compete and fight through a season 
filled with adversity. 
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It was our first major theatrical production, and it was an ambitious one; Annie, Jr. ALL of our middle school 
students were involved either on or off stage. They learned about set and costume design, some learned they 
could sing, and all discovered that if they push through fear, good things happen!

The students memorized 77 pages of dialogue and lyrics! They were committed and prepared by staying 
many extra hours after school. In addition to performing in front of all K-5th grade students and teachers, 
there were also over 150 adults who attended to cheer them on! Watching their confidence grow over each 
performance was one of the best parts.

Lisa Upper
Theater Teacher

THE MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS PRESENT
ANNIE JR.

EAGLES ATHLETICS



CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
8TH GRADE CLASS OF 2020
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FEATURED STUDENT HIGH SCHOOL ESSAYS

My career interest is owning my own business. Some business 
ideas are cosmetology, such as nails, hair, and makeup. I would 
like to own my own business because you are your boss, and 
you can choose what you think is the best way to approach 
things.

EMMA
GTCC

My passion for art is something I want to involve in 
my future business, which could evolve into a clothing 
business. For example, Burberry is a clothing business 
that inspires me with its designs and success. Even though 
drawing is my passion, I would like to focus on business 
and finance since it's essential to making your brand 
successful.

JACQUELINE
GTCC

In seventh grade, I was required to begin taking a theater 
class at school. In the theater class, I would have to speak 
in front of big crowds and get shy because I wasn't used 
to big groups. When I had to speak publicly in theater 
class, I would get nervous. I IMPROVED AND FELT MORE 
COMFORTABLE once I had to speak publicly repeatedly.

An obstacle I've overcome was finding my voice. Growing up, I 
was told not to say certain things or not to feel a certain way. 
As I got older, I still had that mindset of only saying what people 
wanted to hear rather than what I felt was right. I slowly started 
realizing that perspective wasn't for me; it didn't fit me as a 
person. So as I moved into my years in middle school, I started 
understanding the problems in the world and realizing I could 
be a part of the change.

JADEN

NY'IERA

Western AP Academy

Western AP Academy
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In the summer of 2022, my husband and I welcomed a 14-year-old 
child named JR into our home and became his legal guardians. He 
was a very close friend to my son through football, and when we 
realized he needed more support in his life, it was a no-brainer that 
he would come to live with our family. That very same summer, I 
was introduced to Hope Academy by a dear friend of mine while 
sitting around the dinner table talking about other support systems 
we could put in place to help JR’s mother and younger siblings. As an 
active member of the Greensboro community, I was surprised that 
I had never heard of Hope Academy and was very curious to learn 
more. Just a few days later, as fate would have it, I was introduced 
to a gentleman named Jerry Clark. In conversation, Jerry mentioned 
that his wife was the founder of this wonderful school called Hope 
Academy.  In that moment of fate, I knew I needed to reach out to 
Josh Mullins immediately and see what Hope Academy was all about! 
Josh invited me to tour the school, and even though it was already 
summer and school was no longer in session, I was so impressed 
with what they were doing at Hope Academy to truly impact the lives 
of these children. I could see right away that the trajectory of their 
lives would be forever changed by what Hope Academy was pro-
viding in education and culture, structure, love and HOPE.  I quickly 
worked to get JR’s little brothers enrolled in 2nd and 4th grade for 
the upcoming school year, and thankfully, they were accepted with 
open arms.  The boys started at Hope Academy in the fall of 2022, 
and I have become increasingly involved with Hope Academy from 
a volunteer standpoint throughout the year. Hope Academy has so 
blessed JR’s little brothers and their mother, and they are so grateful 
for their new school, their welcoming friends and teachers, and the 
unwavering presence of God to help guide them. 

Seeing the joy and security on all of the children’s faces in Monday 
morning Chapel, the eagerness to learn in the classroom, and the 
confidence to sit and chat with me during a lunch visit and then 
invite me to play on the playground after lunch is such a heartwarm-
ing experience. I am so thankful that Hope Academy provides this 
not only for the children but for volunteers like myself. My life has 
been brightened so much in this past year. I am so thankful for the 
blessings my family has received on this journey. A journey we were 
not seeking, but the path was so clearly lit. Not only has JR and his 
family forever changed our lives, but I can honestly say that Hope 
Academy has also changed our lives for the better, and I am a better 
person having Hope Academy in my life. 

My Hope is that more and more 
people learn about Hope Academy 
and spread this joy to others because 
I truly believe that they are changing 
the world, one child at a time!
Kaki Zell
Hope Ambassador

MY HOPE… 
KAKI ZELL


